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Reelworld returning partner DGC National ups commitment with cash prize award.

The Directors Guild of Canada (DGC) National is renewing its partnership with Reelworld Film
Festival for 2021 with an increased financial commitment and high-level training support of the
annual E20 program, which elevates emerging filmmakers to help advance their careers.

As an Industry Partner, DGC National will present a panel at the festival (running this year from
October 20 to 27, 2021). The virtual panel titled “Directing: From Indie Films to Episodic
Television” is scheduled to take place on October 23 at 2.30pm EST. The panel will feature
several distinguished directors sharing their experiences and expertise on their transition from
directing indie films to television in today’s media landscape. The panel will be moderated by
DGC National President Warren Sonoda and will feature filmmakers RT Thorne, Winnifred Jong,
and Sharon Lewis, along with Hans Engel, Senior Manager, DGC National. As an Industry
Partner, DGC National is also offering a cash prize of $1000 to the recipient of the Outstanding
Feature Director award at the 2021 Reelworld Film Festival.

“We are in the early stages of our sponsorship for this year's festival, but it’s exciting to see
many of our partners returning this year after the challenges of COVID last year.  We know we’ll
be confirming more over the next few months, with many new players eager to be a part of
Reelworld mission,” says Tonya Williams, Founder & Executive Director of Reelworld Film
Festival.

"For over 20 years, the Reelworld Film Festival has showcased and empowered diverse
Canadian talent and helped change the face of Canadian media," said DGC President Warren
Sonoda, himself a recipient of the 2008 Reelworld Trailblazer award. "The DGC is proud to
partner with an organization that has played a groundbreaking role in supporting the
representation of BIPOC talent in Canadian film."

This year Reelworld is grateful for additional support from the DGC in the form of specialized
directing workshops and seminars that have been made open to Reelworld’s current and past
E20 participants. These interactions will create valuable connections between DGC National
directors and up-and-coming racially diverse filmmakers and producers, which are the key to
creating sustainable careers and fostering more access and inclusion.

Reelworld Screen Institute

Founded by Tonya Williams in 2000, the Reelworld Film Festival (non-profit) and Reelworld Screen Institute (charity)
are groundbreaking initiatives in Canada that create more access and inclusion for Black, Indigenous, People of
Colour in our Canadian screen industries - both in front of and behind the screen.
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