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Reelworld and Blue Ant Media celebrate their new partnership 
 
Toronto, Canada, December 1, 2020- In celebration of its 20th anniversary, Reelworld is about to 
undertake a major brand overhaul, the first since its inception in 2000, and Blue Ant Media has stepped 
up to the challenge. Blue Ant Media’s creative and marketing team will bring the Reelworld brand to life 
with a fresh new look that reflects the organization’s philosophy, activism and storytelling. 
 
Reelworld Film Festival and Reelworld Screen Institute, founded by Executive Director, Tonya 
Williams, is Canada’s largest national platform dedicated to creating more access and inclusion for 
racially diverse talent in the screen-based industries. Reelworld focuses on building the networks and 
skills of Black, Indigenous and People of Colour through three integral components: 1. Reelworld Film 
Festival, a platform for creators to showcase their work and have their authentic voices heard; 2. 
Reelworld Screen Institute, an association of programs and workshops for skills training; and 3. Access 
Reelworld, now the largest searchable hiring platform with over 98 job categories in all areas of the 
industry.  
 
Blue Ant Media approached Reelworld shortly after the wrap-up of the 20th Reelworld Film Festival this 
past October and offered their support as a community partner and collaborator that would explore 
meaningful ways that Blue Ant Media could help create real change for the organization after a milestone 
year. The offer was graciously accepted by Williams, who felt that the international producer, distributor 
and channel operator understood the history and mission of Reelworld and would be the ideal partner to 
help reinvent the Reelworld brand.  
 
“I have been a fan of Blue Ant Media and the amazing work they have done over the years, and was 
excited to see so many diverse faces on the team at our first creative meeting. I knew right away this was 
a company that got what Reelworld was about and would be a great creative partner as we work together 
to give Reelworld a fresh look,” said Tonya Willams, Executive Director, Reelworld.  
 
“Our partnership with Reelworld is a perfect pairing as both organizations have a fundamental belief that 
filmmaking and production is a vital part of our society. It shapes our ideas, informs our perceptions, 
instills hope and inspires future generations. There are so many untapped stories out there waiting to be 
told and captivated audiences that want to hear them. Reelworld is critical in making these stories happen 
and we’re honoured that they have entrusted their brand with us,” said Michael MacMillan, CEO & 
co-founder, Blue Ant Media.  
 
Founded by Tonya Williams in 2000, the Reelworld Film Festival (non-profit) and Reelworld Screen 
Institute (charity) are groundbreaking initiatives in Canada that create more access and inclusion for 
Black, Indigenous, People of Colour in our Canadian screen industries - both in front of and behind the 
screen. 
 
Blue Ant Media is a privately held, international content producer, distributor and channel operator. We 
own and operate numerous production companies in North America and Asia-Pacific under the Blue Ant 
Studios banner, creating content for broadcasters and streaming platforms in multiple genres including 
factual entertainment, natural history, documentary, adult animation and drama. Our distribution business, 
Blue Ant International, offers a substantial catalogue of content, including one of the world's largest 4K 
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natural history offerings. Blue Ant Media operates channels under nine brands including Love Nature, 
Smithsonian Channel Canada, BBC Earth (Canada) and more. Blue Ant Media is headquartered in 
Toronto, with eight international offices in Los Angeles, New York, Singapore, London, Dunedin, 
Washington DC and Beijing. Blueantmedia.com  
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